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Summary 
 

In the Old Testament, inequality was normal. Jewish males were the only ones allowed into God’s 
presence, the only ones allowed to be heirs, and the only ones permitted to receive privileges. 
When Jesus came, He changed all that. He made a point of ministering to the Gentiles and the 
outcasts; He deliberately included women in His ministry, thereby elevating their status. Because of 
what Jesus did, everyone—not just one small segment of society—has access to God and all the 
benefits, privileges, and freedoms that come with a relationship with Him. He erased the divisions 
between Gentiles and Jews, between slaves and free, and between men and women. Despite our 
differences, our faith in Jesus makes us all one and puts us all on equal ground.  

A. Under the law, only men could be priests. Jesus opened the priesthood up to everyone.   
1. And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest’s office: and 

the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death (Numbers 3:10). 
a. Aaron and his sons were part of the priesthood. Jesus eventually expanded the 

priesthood to include non-Jews and women, so that everyone could enjoy the 
privileges. As a result, those who were marginalized could use their God-given gifts for 
the sake of the church. 

2. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word…And 
Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her (Luke 10:39, 41, 42).  
a. During Jesus’ ministry, women were excluded and not allowed to receive the 

inheritance that men received. 
b. Typically, women were kept in another room while the men were taught and allowed 

an education. However, Jesus allowed Mary to be in the same room as the men so 
she could listen and learn from Him. By allowing her to sit at His feet, Jesus elevated 
her status. 

c. Jesus’ coming nullified the male-only privileges of the Old Testament, and enabled 
more people to receive God into their lives.  

3. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name (John 1:12).  
a. Mary, people who were sick, and many other marginalized people received Jesus. 

They benefitted from His presence and were able to become children of God. 



b. Another definition of the word “power” is privilege or influence. 
c. When we receive Jesus, He gives us ability, competency, freedom, power, and 

strength. 
 

B. Jesus made it possible for everyone to be accepted and have equal access to God. 
1. Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where 

we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory 
(Romans 5:2, NLT). 
a. We receive things we do not deserve because of what Jesus did. Our faith in Him 

allows us to equally receive the privileges formerly reserved only for Aaron and others 
in the priesthood. 

b. This means that God loves us just as much as Jesus, and as much as those in the 
priesthood.  

2. For by one Spirit we all were immersed and mingled into one single body. And no matter 
our status—whether we are Jews or non-Jews, oppressed or free—we are all privileged to 
drink deeply of the same Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13, TPT).  
a. We all are empowered, confident, and have the right to receive the Holy Spirit. 

3. But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen 
to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others 
of the night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected 
to accepted (1 Peter 2:9, 10, MSG).  
a. We can be chosen even if we are not Jewish men. 
b. As a result of Jesus coming into our lives, we are accepted. 

 
C. Differences do not matter to God. He puts everyone in Christ on equal ground. 

1. But when the time arrived that was set by God the Father, God sent his Son, born among 
us of a woman, born under the conditions of the law so that he might redeem those of us 
who have been kidnapped by the law. Thus we have been set free to experience our 
rightful heritage. You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own children 
because God sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, “Papa! Father!” Doesn’t 
that privilege of intimate conversation with God make it plain that you are not a slave, but a 
child? And if you are a child, you’re also an heir, with complete access to the inheritance 
(Galatians 4:4-7, MSG). 
a. Because we are now God’s children, we now have the privilege of intimate 

conversation with Him. We do not need to go through a male priest for this. 
b. As members of the body of Christ, we are all joint heirs with equal access. 

2. Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to embrace, 
and that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you outsiders 
and peace to us insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through him 
we both share the same Spirit and have equal access to the Father (Ephesians 2:16-18, 
MSG). 
a. God included those who were outside of the original covenant of the law, as well as 

those who were already included in it. 
b. God treated the woman equal to the man, the slave equal to the free, and the Gentile 

equal to the Jew. 



c. Equality does not mean sameness; it means we now stand on equal ground in Christ. 
We can all now fulfill the mission God called us to, regardless of who we are.   

d. Taking God out of first place in our lives and replacing Him with something or someone 
else is idolatry; we live in a world full of idols. 

3. Now that we all have privileges, we can all approach God. We can stand side by side. 
a. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 

find grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16).  
b. Now that we know what we have—Jesus, this great High Priest with ready access to 

God—let’s not let it slip through our fingers. We don’t have a priest who is out of touch 
with our reality. He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it all—all but 
the sin. So let’s walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to give… (Hebrews 
4:14-16, MSG). 
 

 
For more on how Jesus Christ removes barriers and makes us all equal, click on the link 
below for the DVD,  Race and Religion. 

https://bit.ly/RaceandReligionDVD 
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