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Scripture References:

e James 4:17 e Hebrews 3:13, 14
e Romans 14:23 e John 15:2
e James 2:10 e Hebrews 10:5,10,11, 18, 26
e Romans 13:1-7 e 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
e 2 Corinthians 5:17 e Galatians 5:19-21, 24
e Hebrews 6:4-6 e Ephesians 5:1-11
Summary:

No matter what we do, we’ll never be able to free ourselves from the bondage of sin; we need
God'’s help in this area. Faith in Jesus and in what He did on the cross is what brings us salvation.
As born-again believers, we can place our trust in His unearned, undeserved favor because
regardless of what we do, our sinful acts will never affect our righteousness.

Notes:

1. Our own performance cannot free us from sin; it takes accepting Jesus, who is Grace.
Grace is the antidote for sin. We aren’t saved by our own goodness; therefore, our
lack of goodness cannot “unsave” us.

2. God fellowships with us based on our relationship with Christ, not on our actions.
The problem with sin is that the condemnation and shame it causes drives us away
from Him. Constantly sinning has the effect of hardening our hearts; it deceives us.
The enemy wants us to fall away and stop believing in Christ.

3. The enemy wants to harden our hearts to God so that we will walk away from Him.
However, God wants more than anything else to have a relationship with us. He is
trying to make it extremely difficult to renounce Him or cast Him away. God will
never back away from a relationship with us.

4. There’s no such thing as a “big sin” or a “little sin.” All sin is equal in God’s eyes, and
itis all equally offensive. Everyone sins at one time or another; if sin caused us to
lose our salvation, then no one would be saved.

5. God loved us so that we can be empowered to love others.
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